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A TEST FOR DISCOVERING TYPES OF 
LEARNERS IN LANGUAGE STUDY 

Preliminary Considerations 

The methods of learning language are by impression (seeing, 
hearing), and by expression (speaking writing) — not considering 
impression and expression through innervations of vocal movements. 
A scheme of the possible ways of learning and combinations of 
these is: 1 




Problem I. Mode of Expression 

Problem I is to show whether the subject is of the motor-speech, 
motor-writing or a mixed-motor type, i. e., whether he assimilates 
linguistic material more readily when he can speak it, or when he 
can write it, or whether these two aptitudes are about equal. 



'Other combinations would be to see and hear the material simultaneously 
and later, to speak and write it simultaneously but for purposes of these tests 
we shall disregard these combinations. However, in practice the teacher and 
the learner will do well to make use of them. 

(I) 
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Problem II. Mode of Impression 
Problem II is to show whether the subject is of the visual or 
auditory type, i. e., whether he assimilates linguistic material more 
readily by seeing (reading) or by hearing it, or whether these 
aptitudes are about equal. 

The Tests 

Test A — Have the subject hear the material — five dissylabic 
English words — during one-half minute. The one giving the test 
will read the words over slowly and distinctly at an even rate of 
one-and one-half seconds to the word, which will allow for four 
repetitions of the entire list. The subjects should be informed in 
advance that the list will be read over four times. 

Cover, altar, elbow, infer, relay. 

Have the subject reproduce this list immediately in writing, time 
allowed one-half minute; call time sharply; pass papers in. 

Method of scoring : 20 points off for each word omitted; five 
points off for mispelling a word. Words need not be reproduced in 
the sequence given. 

Test B — Have the subject read the material- — four printed or 
written foreign sentences (Esperanto), with their English equiva- 
lents, during two minutes. Advise him to read the whole group over 
several times, and to time himself so as to distribute his effort over 
the whole group. Call time sharply. 

La Knabo havas hundon. (The boy has a dog) . 

La hundo estas lia amikonino. (The dog is his friend). 

La knabo batas hundon. (The boy beats the dog). 

La hundo bojas sur lin. (The dog barks at him). 

Have him reproduce this immediately in writing without the 
English, time allowed two minutes. Call time sharply. Pass 
papers in. 

Method of scoring : There are ten Words — not counting recur- 
rences — weighted at ten points each. Ten points off for each word 
omitted, one point off for misspelling, i. e., for each wrong letter or 
omitted letter, and five points off for each wrong inflectional ending 
— not counting recurrences of the same mistake. 

Test A 1 — In administering the two following speaking tests the 
subjects must be taken each singly (in a room separate from the 
class room). This offers a difficulty but the class may be allowed 
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to occupy itself with study, while the teacher is occupied with 
administering the tests. Since the two tests require only two-and 
a-half minutes, a helper should be asked to bring in a new subject 
every two-and a-half minutes. The subject who has been tested 
should not be allowed to return to the class room during this hour. 
For a class of twenty, fifty minutes of the teacher's time will thus 
be consumed, but in view of the valuable data obtained from the 
test, as well as from observing the pupil, this is time well spent. 

Have the subject hear the material — five English sentences — • 
during one-half minute. The teacher will read the sentences dis- 
tinctly at an even rate of two seconds to the sentence, which will 
allow reading the whole group over three times. The subject 
should be informed in advance that the group will be read four 
times. Allow subject to move his lips but not to speak aloud in 
learning. 

The boy has a dog. 

The dog is his friend. 

The boy takes a stick. 

He hits the dog hard. 

The dog barks at him. 

Have the subject reproduce this immediately orally, time 
allowed one-half minute. Call time sharply. The teacher should 
have a written copy before him in order to be sure to score correctly. 

Method of scoring : There are twenty-five words. Four points 
off for each word omitted and two points off for each wrong word. 

Test B 1 — Have the subject read the material — five printed or 
written foreign words (Esperanto) and their English equivalents 
during one minute. Advise him to read the list over several times 
and to time himself so as to distribute his effort over the whole list. 
Allow him to move his lips but not to speak aloud while learning, 
burgo (civilian), safo (sheep), smiri (to anoint), borso (exchange), 
gladi (to iron). 

Have the subject reproduce the words with the English equiva- 
lents orally, time allowed one-half minute. 

Method of scoring : Ten points off for each wrong word or word 
omitted, foreign or English, five points off for wrong inflectional 
ending, one point off for not pronouncing a word like the one giving 
the test has pronounced. 
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Conclusion of Problem I 
If the combined score of a+ b is greater than that of a 1 + b 1 
the subject is of the motor writing type. If the combined score of 
a 1 + b 1 is greater than that of a + b he is of the motor speech type. 
If the combined score of a + b is equal to the score of a 1 + b 1 , or 
nearly so, the subject is of the mixed motor-writing and motor 
speech type. 

Conclusion of Problem II 

If the combined score of a + a 1 (hearing) is greater than the 
combined score of b + b 1 (seeing) the subject is of the auditory 
type. If the combined score of b + b 1 is greater than that of 
a + a 1 the subject is of the visual type. If the combined score of 
a + a 1 is equal to the combined score of b + b 1 , or nearly so, the 
subject is of the mixed auditory-visual type. 

Illustrative example. Thus subject A has made the following 

score, a + b = writing =178 average = 89 

a 1 + b 1 = speaking = 186 " = 93 

b + b 1 = seeing = 192 " = 96 

a + a 1 = hearing = 172 " = 86 

He is shown therefore to be of the motor-speaking, and of the 
visual type. 

The pedagogical corollary is, of course, that, the ear-minded 
should be taught through the ear, the eye-minded through the eye, 
that the motor-speech type be allowed to speak and the motor- 
writing type to write, as far as possible, or desirable. 

The subject's combined score a + b + a 1 + b 1 will also indicate 
his score in linguistic ability relatively to the others taking the test, 
and may be made the basis for classifying these persons, for 
instance, where it is possible to put them in fast and slow sections. 



Note : To be sure the writer is aware that this is not a perfected 
scale of ability on a basis of 100 points. Such a scale would neces- 
sarily include a deferred test to measure permanent retention and 
the testing out of the scale in several thousand cases in order to 
modify the tests, if too easy or two difficult. This the writer is 
undertaking to do. However, for discovering the types of learners, 
the above tests are reliable and moreover are the only tests of the 
kind in existence. 

Charles H. Handschin. 
Miami University. 



